Weezer: Raditude

Weezer’s new album “Raditude” has endured a lot of criticism. Mainly because Weezer have changed over the years; they’re no longer the gritty angst-filled nerds of the nineties, presenting iconic rock anthems and metaphoric in-depth lyrics. Reviewers cue up to trash frontman Rivers Cuomo for churning out pop hits with embarrassingly hollow lyrics, but….so what???

    In my opinion you have to look at the album for what it is and not for what Weezer once were and as such I find “Raditude” highly entertaining. Yes, it’s pop and yes, the lyrics aren’t exactly highbrow poetry, but I grew up in the glam era of the seventies and boy, do I know a good pop song when I hear one!

I think “Raditude” includes many a good hook-driven pop tune. Some of the tracks have a crunchy hard rock feel to them like “Let It All Hang Out” and “In The Mall”, but most are pure pop like “I’m Your Daddy” and “Tripping Down The Freeway”.

    The opening track “(If You’re Wondering If I Want You To) I Want You To” is a funny, bouncy tune whereas the chorus on “The Girl Got Hot” brings back memories of British glam rock band Slade. The synth-boosted “Can’t Stop Partying” (featuring Lil’ Wayne) brings a bit of irony/satire to the album and “Put Me Back Together” is a nerdy Weezer love song. The sitar-accented track “Love Is the Answer” is without doubt the album’s “prettiest” and I don’t care that Cuomo’s lyrics are syrupy, because, damn, love IS the answer!! Finally the percussion on the doo-wop pastiche “I Don’t Want To Let You Go” makes one think of Brian Eno’s use of percussion on his “Sombre Reptiles”.

Fans who liked the “Make Believe” album will love “Raditude”. “Pinkerton”-lovers will not, because, no, “Raditude” isn’t art. It’s not even a rock album, so forget about River Cuomo’s eccentric inner world and get ready to listen to a great little pop album!
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