UP

The computer-animated film UP premiered in the USA in May 2009, but didn’t hit the European cinemas until October. Thus, during the October-holidays I took my 10 years old daughter to see it.

UP was the first animated film to premiere on the 2009 Cannes Film Festival. It is written and directed by Pete Docter and Bob Peterson, produced by Pixar and the studios first presented in Disney Digital 3-D.

The story as such is delightful. In order to keep a promise to his late wife, the grumpy old man Carl Fredrickson (voiced by Edward Asner) turns his house into an airship using tens of thousands of helium balloons. He sets out to Paradise Falls in South America, but on board he has a stowaway, the young boy Russell (Jordan Nagai), who is trying to get an assisting the elderly badge. The unlikely duo now embark on a strange journey where they encounter an evil villain (Christopher Plummer), talking dogs and a big bird named Kevin.

There are a lot of funny and touching moments in UP and we both enjoyed the film (me probably more than my daughter), but we both agreed that the 3-D effects weren’t used very well. There wasn’t anything “jumping” out of the screen – you didn’t even get the feeling that you were part of the movie – so the extra dimension didn’t make up for the discomfort of having to wear the heavy 3-D glasses or the increased ticket prices.

In short thumbs UP for UP, but down for the 3-D effects.

@ Lise Lyng Falkenberg, 2009

