Twins
”What will happen to the Sprouse twins once they grow up?” That was what my boyfriend said to me some time ago. What made him say so was my daughter watching “The Suite Life” on telly, commenting on the Sprouse twins and stating that what made the series good was the twins being identical.

My BF is himself an identical twin and he went on saying that although identical twins are of great value to the film industry as kids, they are not likely to get jobs when they come of age. Usually it is only one twin who works in the industry (like Isabella Rossellini), while the other twin does something else. “Besides,” he said, “apart from the porn industry, hardly anyone makes films about twins, let alone identical ones.”

I thought about that for a while, because it seemed to me that a lot of my favourite films feature twins. ”Really?” my BF said, ”Who are there apart from the really famous ones such as the Sprouse twins, the Olsen twins and the Phelps twins?” Who – he pointed out – are all under 25 years of age. I must admit that I could only come up with two other sets of twin actors, namely Ada and Arlene Tai (“Big Fish”) and Neil and Adrian Rayment (“The Matrix Reloaded”).

Well, I set out straight away to find out how many films have been made featuring identical twins. It is not that there aren’t any films about twins, but usually they have one actor play both parts or they choose two actors who just look a bit like each other, thereby avoiding the use of real life (identical) twins.

I was lucky in my quest, thanks to the Internet. Quickly I found a site listing films with twins. According to that list, about 160 films featuring twins have been made within the past 80 years, but only 60 of these are with identical twins. Half of the “identical twin”-films has been made within the past 10 years and I had to agree with my BF: 18 of them star the Sprouse-twins, the Olsen twins or the Phelps-twins and of the rest only 6 feature identical twins over 25. So even though they are famous now, Dylan and Cole Sprouse as well as James and Oliver Phelps may have to look for new jobs within long. And as for Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, well it turns out they aren’t identical after all…

“See!” my BF triumphed, “Being an identical twin in the film industry is worse than being a professional sportsman: your career is over, when you reach 25.”

So it seems that unless the Sprouse twins move into gay porn twincest, my daughter has to accept that in the future she’ll not be able to enjoy them acting together! Oh, and by the way, my favourite twin-films (no matter if they feature real twins or not) are: Twin Town, Boondock Saints, Harry Potter 3, 4 and 5 and of course Freaks.
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