Research

As a writer a good deal of your life is spent doing research. Research can be many things depending on what types of books you are writing and currently I’m in a position where I work on two very different projects. One is as the biographer of Slade-drummer Don Powell the other is as the author of a series of…let’s call them…erotic tales.

Doing research for a biography is quite easy, but also time-consuming. For Don Powell’s bio my main source has been Don himself. We’ve been friends for a number of years and it was actually the man himself who asked me to write his biography, so it has been fairly easy to get together and talk about his life. I guess that all in all we’ve done the worth of 36 hours of interviews this way.

    Another thing is, that Don suffers from amnesia. His long term memory is fine, but his short term, no. Because of that he has kept a diary since the early 1970s and all those diaries he handed over to me. Great way of doing research but also very time-consuming, ploughing through 35 years of diaries!!

    And it didn’t stop there. Don finds biographies BORING if it’s only the person being written about, who has a say. So Don wanted me to interview his friends, colleagues and family. Which I did. It took about 3 years to get all those interviews together, some were made by e-mail, some by phone, but the majority face to face which meant me going to England or a lot of Englishmen going to Denmark.

    Among the people I interviewed were (of course) Don’s fellow Slade-musicians Jim Lea and Dave Hill, but also other musicians such as Francis Rossi, Henry Weck, Suzi Quatro, Andy Scott and Jona Lewie. I also interviewed scriptwriter Andrew Birkin, noted writer/publicist Keith Altham and author/musician Bob Young as well as other celebrities and then of course Don’s close family and friends. It was to say the least highly interesting to get to meet all those people, some I even struck up friendships with, but God did it take forever to get those interviews done!!

    On top of that I also had to research things such as tour dates, chart lists etc. using a lot of time going through old news papers, books, TV-interviews etc.

So although the subject I was to research – namely the life of Don Powell – was easily accessible, the process was long and hard because it involved other people. I couldn’t do what I wanted to do when I wanted to do it, because I had to wait for everybody else’s schedules to fit in with mine.

    This is not the case when writing fiction. When writing fiction you can do your research when you want to, but then the subjects you are to study are not always as easy to grasp as the case is with a biography. As an example I’ll show you what I’ve been researching the past 5 months for my erotic fiction:

· asparagus, Chasewater County Park, gay celebs and the upper cervical vertebra

· soba noodles, squirting bums, Ned's whereabouts and how to spell exacerbation!

· solicitors since 1894, butterflies, BL conventions, Wolvo-Newcastle train timetables & "coming-of-age" road movies.

· Shakespeare quotes, Frontpage, Spanish profanities, rubber ducks and Isle of Wight festival.

· Alter Bridge tour, L.A. bars, fan forums, rude license plates and chest hair patterns.

· urinals, Villa Park mosaics, Disneyland, number of sperm cells per ejaculation and cricket (don't understand those rules!)

· Trent, synonym for slimy, mini cooper convertible, kitchen faucets and why brown eyes absorb light the best.

· mud baths, Roskilde Festival, prostate sensitivity, espresso prices and why I can't download bl**dy iTunes!

· Potsie & Ralph Malph, creative shaving, bra strap designs, polka dots and the similarities between sci-fi aliens and sheep.

· A Beautiful Lie, flannels, male fist wh (no, can't write that!), Akihiro Miwa's shoe size and whether or not people have noticed the Mariposa Bros. of W'ton!

· train spotting, LFCC, egg white omelettes, PNP and how to restring turmalin necklaces.

· Nashville Teens, mantarays, exotic dancers, ambidextrousity and Brum drum record.

· CDG, hardcore yaoi prose publishers, long distance relationships, Christy twins and silvery henchmen.

· German postcards, taxes (ugh!), combination locks, rainbows and Rufus Wainwright.

· pen names, Stealers Wheel, http://www.fredsfestival.dk, manga-kas and My Own Private Idaho.

· sweet peas, flight schedules, sunsets, pools and "I'm Not Wearing Underwear Today".

· eyes, lies, Princeton ties, grapes, Goo and corn.

· Kodak cables, bergamot mint tea, old mothers, young fathers, slippery substances.

· Dvorak, demons, UFOs and anal probes.

Quite a selection, eh?

The thing is that as a writer of fiction – any kind of fiction – you need to bloody know everything about everything! And the things you don’t know in advance you have to look up and excel in. It’s not enough with a superficial knowledge, no you have to be a damn expert! Thank god for the internet, I say, because before the time of the internet you had to go to the library to look everything up. Now the knowledge is right there, just one click away, and the hard thing is to decide which of the information is genuine and which bullshit. You get an eye for that over time.

So my dears, I guess what I want to say is; if you plan to become a writer, get used to spending the better part of your life doing research, be aware that different genres need different types of research and rejoice in the many things you get to learn while doing the research. Good luck and may your Gods be with you.
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