Muse – “The Resistance”

On The Resistance Muse go big scale and I’m sure I don’t know what to think of it!! Don’t get me wrong. I love Muse. Their 2006-album Black Holes & Revelations is a favourite of mine, but The Resistance? It sounds like the prog rock bastard child of Queen and Rick Wakeman, doesn’t it? Or like John Lewis put it in his review of the album in Uncut: “It’s bonkers – hilarious, maddening, ridiculous and slightly shit – yet never dull.” Now you are warned!

The Resistance consists of eleven tracks, whereof the last three are a 14 minutes long three-part symphony. It is a coherent album, concentrating on a Big Brother paranoid Orwellian theme. The concept as such is interesting, it’s a bombastic manifest, grand and pompous. But Muse take themselves much too seriously and it isn’t becoming, especially as the music isn’t new: rather a strange mix of other people’s work. They are all there, from Metallica and Van Halen to Queen, Prince, Depeche Mode, 10cc and U2 over Rufus Wainwright, Philip Glass and George Gershwin to Chopin, Saint-Saëns, Schostakovitz, Strauss, Debussy, Berlioz, Liszt and Rachmaninoff. And the thing you wonder is: where’s Muse???

There are some really great things on the album, though, like the piano/bass on Belong To You - a combination of a 10cc song, a Rufus Wainwright ballad and the Saint-Saëns opera Samson and Delilah. Or the guitar riff and thunderous drums on Unnatural Selection, which sounds like Queen meets Phantom of the Opera. And then of course there is my favourite United States of Eurasia. This is pure Queen-land. The massive drums, the Brian May guitar and front man Matthew Bellamy sounding like the late Freddie Mercury, bless him. A Middle Eastern melody weaves it way through the song, which is as bombastic as Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody, but sadly without the wit. The track ends with Chopin’s Nocturne in E-flat Major and I don’t doubt for one second that it is because of my love for Queen and Chopin that this track is my favourite!

The Muse’s musical skills are undeniable, from the power of Dominic Howard’s heavy drums over Chris Wolstenholme’s supportive bass to front man Matthew Bellamy’s stunning guitars and dragged-out vocals. As others before me have pointed out, Muse are among the great British rock eccentrics and as such they need to be cherished.

    Anyhow it gets a little too much having to listen to this 54 minutes merger of other people’s works, I’m afraid. But have a listen, see what you think. Although the album is “slightly shit”, at least it provides you with a reason to dig out your old Queen albums!

P. S. My favourite Muse track is still the low-down R&B song Super Massive Black Hole (from Black Holes & Revelations) although the coupling with Twilight ruined it a bit for me (great song, awful movie!).
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