Moon – a review
The indie film Moon has thrilled audiences and reviewers alike, winning the prestigious Best British Feature at the Edinburgh Film Festival. Director Duncan Jones and his writer Nathan Parker seems to have made a little gem, in which Sam Rockwell stars as the astronaut Sam Bell and Kevin Spacey voices the computer Gertie 3000.

Moon is a sci-fi that focuses more on self than on space. It’s about inner space, you could say. It makes deliberate and very well used references to sci-fi classics such as Silent Running, 2001: A Space Odyssey and Alien and as such you can see it as a love letter to the science fiction genre.
In short the story is about the astronaut Sam who mans a space station on the moon, designed to mine energy source Helium 3. He’s been there by himself for three years, the loneliness making him hallucinate, but after an accident he realises that he’s not alone after all. What Sam is about to find out is rather disturbing to say the least, but for some reason Sam doesn’t seem very shocked by what he learns, instead he attacks this new problem in a rather pragmatic, unimpressed way and that is the only thing I found a bit odd. If I found out what Sam does, I think I would freak, but Sam doesn’t. A little more emotion would have been in place, but then again, the film is not an emotional film; it is rather a think-film.

In general Moon is a beautiful and well-rounded film, very dark and with hardly any hope. Rockwell portraits Sam well and Kevin Spacey’s voice makes the smiley-faced Gertie 3000 both resemble and differ from HAL 9000. The film has its funny moments, but it’s a quiet film, no emotional outbursts, hardly any action, very little love; a down-to-the-bone film where the main idea is to get you to contemplate the meaning of self. As such Duncan Jones does a very good job and he proves that he doesn’t need his famous father’s name in order to succeed. But then again, you get a bit more publicity of course, when you were formerly known as Zowie Bowie!

Three and out of five stars: ***
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P.S. Follow Duncan Jones on twitter: http://www.twitter.com/ManMadeMoon. It’s worth it as he’s a really funny, intelligent guy!

