I Love You Phillip Morris

When I sat down in the cinema in order to review Glenn Ficarra and John Requa’s film ”I Love You Phillp Morris” I was pretty sure that I wouldn’t like it. It had already had a lot of bad reviews: Some critics were saying that the film had a problem defining its genre, not quite certain if it wanted to be a prison movie, a gay movie or a movie about con men. Other critics pointed out that the gay couple (played by Jim Carrey and Ewan McGregor) was too cliché. On a personal note I have never been able to stand Jim Carrey, so that didn’t help things along.

    When I entered the cinema I was the only one there which wasn’t a good omen, and although another woman my age sneaked into the cinema 20 minutes later, it felt a bit lonely. But you know what? I didn’t care, because I loved the movie!

    “I Love You Phillip Morris” tells the true story about Steven Russell, who after a car crash turns his back on being a devoted husband, loving father and successful police officer in order to live life as his true gay self. His new lifestyle, living with his boyfriend (Rodrigo Santoro) in Miami, is rather expensive, though, so Steven turns to cons and fraud in order to afford it. He ends up in prison where he meets and falls in love with the gentle Phillip Morris, but soon the lovers have to part. As Steven will do anything to be with his beloved Phillip, it leads to a string of new cons, one more absurd than the other.

    I didn’t find it hard to define the genre of “I Love You Phillip Morris”. It’s a comedy, but a very witty and refined one. I didn’t find the gay portraits cliché either, although Ewan McGregor as Phillip Morris is a bit one-sided. Jim Carrey on the other hand is wonderful. I never thought I’d hear myself say it, so I’ll repeat it: Jim Carrey is wonderful. He is actually so good that after having seen the film, I wrote him on twitter to thank him! As for the rest of the cast Leslie Mann is ever so funny as Steven’s naive and religious wife Debbie and Rodrigo Santoro is heart-warming as Steven’s first boyfriend Jimmy Kemple.

    What I really like about the movie is however, that it is itself a con. It takes so many twists and turns that what you believe to see is not what you’re actually seeing. Steven himself is the narrator of the film and because he’s so used to con people, he also cons the movie goes, leaving out relevant facts or “forgetting” to tell the whole truth. It is brilliantly done and you are in for a lot of surprises.

    I left the cinema thinking that this is probably the best comedy I’m going to see this year, so I give “I Love You Phillip Morris” four out of five stars: ****
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