Far Out In The Woods

This year’s sensory exhibition for kids in Brandt’s Exhibition Centre, Odense, Denmark, was created by set designer Helle Damgaard and lighting designer Antonio Rodriques. The two designers had turned the large exhibition hall into a wood where slender white trees mingled with white rabbits the size of a man and gently waving white cats.

    The trees had eyes and were decorated with sculls, lampshades, yarn, talking nesting boxes, silver raindrops and other surreal stuff. Among the trees you’d find tents and a campfire, a fountain, white exercise balls and a nest made of wire, big enough to hold several children.

    Two of the exhibition’s walls had been covered in mirrors in order to make the wood look bigger, on the other two walls a string of coloured lights had been installed. When you entered the exhibition, you were handed a flashlight, as 24 minutes in the woods equalled the 24 hours of a day, so at some point it would be “night” and therefor dark at the exhibition.

     The idea of the exhibition simulating a day in the woods was quite brilliant, the lights cleverly reproducing sunrise, day, sunset and night. The day came with cool breezes and a sound tapestry of birds chirping, water babbling and strange voices form the nesting boxes talking about sugar bread. During night the tents and campfire lit up together with light bulbs in floating birdcages. A couple of minutes (sorry hours) into the night a fierce thunderstorm broke out, the massive sound of thunder and the white flashes of lightning almost too scary for the youngest guests. After night, the sun set again, and you were ready for another 24 hours (or minutes) far out in the woods.

The exhibition as such was quite good and had a kind of absurd fairy tale quality to it. It did, however, speak mostly to very young children - children aged two to six - as older kids got easily bored. As you were able to see the entire wood from any part of the exhibition hall, everything was fully visible at once and with no surprises. Besides, there was not much to do in the woods except crawl the wire nest, jump on the exercise balls and sit in the tents. Most kids tired of that after 5 minutes and their parents had to force them to stay for another 19 minutes in order for them to experience a full day and night!

    I found the exhibition quite okay, but my 11 year old companion admitted to be disappointed. She missed the strange, surreal, surprising sides of former sensory exhibitions and I actually had to take her to two other art exhibitions that day in the Brandt’s Exhibition Centre, before she declared herself content! So thumbs up for Far Out In The Wood, if you are bringing children aged 2 to 6, thumbs down if the kids are older.

© Lise Lyng Falkenberg
