Faits divers
Let’s face it: I’m a sucker for faits divers. And no, it has nothing to do with faith or with diving. It’s French, meaning “various facts”, and it is pronounced fe dē ver′. The concept is used about brief, surreal news stories, as those typically found in some French newspapers. Classic examples would be: ”Mailman bites dog” or “Burglar robbed” or even “Cow eats man”. I think, you get the drift.

Recently there’s been a lot of headlines about the new Japanese first lady who claims to have been to Venus. That would be a good fait divers, except it isn’t particularly surprising as many people claim to have been abducted by UFOs. So a headline like “Japanese first lady visits Venus, abducted by UFO” doesn’t make up a good fait divers, as the best are those where the roles are reversed, so to speak. Now, a headline like: “Venusians visit Japan, abducted by first lady,” – THAT would be a great fait divers!

The thing about being a writer who loves faits divers is, that you can’t really use them as inspiration for your books. I mean, the reality that those news represent tend to be even more surreal than most works of fiction, so if you write that way no one will believe the plot! Still, faits divers can be very inspirational and if you set your mind to it, they CAN be used in your literary works as well, especially in the genres of magical realism and fantasy. In the nineties when I was heavy into magical realism I used quite a few myself such as “Stork abducts baby”, “Demons possessed by man” and “Sculpture falls in love with artist”. Today I divide my time as a writer between biographies and erotic fiction and it’s a bit more difficult to fit those totally surreal stories into these genres. But I’m sure I’ll come up with something, because I. LOVE. FAITS DIVERS!
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