Does gay erotica gross you out?

The reason I’m asking is, that ever since I was asked to write an article about the differences between yaoi and slash-fiction back in 2008, I’ve been toying with the idea of publishing a 5 volume series of gay erotica.

Back in 2008 I had no idea what yaoi was, heck, I didn’t even know about slash! Now I do. In short slash fiction is fan fiction focused on the depiction of romantic or sexual relationships between already existing male media characters, whereas yaoi (or BL as it’s called in its native land of Japan) focuses on homoerotic relationships between males created by their authors.

There are plenty of guys and gals out there writing BL prose and/or m/m romances, so that’s not what I have done. I’ve taken it one step further, combining elements from yaoi, slash, BL prose and m/m romances with the elements and craft of general fiction. That’s all I can say for now, but the general idea is to create the “Pride and Prejudice” of gay erotica or the “Lord of the Flies” if that is more to your taste!

As a fairly ordinary (?) woman of a strictly heterosexual orientation I enjoy gay erotica as much as the next woman. That is to say I enjoy it as much as straight guys enjoy watching lesbian porn. But as a Ph.D. in comparative literature, the standard of BL prose and m/m romances is pretty disappointing. I want to read quality literature at the same time as getting hot! Is that too much to ask for? I think not!

I’m not dismissing ALL BL prose-writers, of course, and many of the m/m romance writers are pretty good, but let’s face it: the majority of those stories are a dime a dozen. Like the cheap paper backs you buy in airports. Except you can’t buy these in airports, as you need a Kindle or an iPhone to read them. Oh yes, most of them are only published as e-books.

Actually, I enjoy reading yaoi/BL manga a lot more than reading m/m romance. Not because you have the visual aid (you don’t get to see that much, anyhow, “tales of the missing penis”, so to speak), but because manga comes as books. I want a REAL book. One that I can hold and smell and flip through. Underline passages in with my ballpoint pen and make dog-ears in. AND I want a book that I can pull out anywhere and read about guys having it off without anyone sneering, because, heck, this is GOOD literature, not some cheap thing you read in order to get a cheap thrill. Like “Brokeback Mountain” was a GOOD film, not a B-film.

In order to convince my publisher that publishing high quality gay erotica is a good idea, I would like to know how many people do actually read m/m romances/yaoi/BL, being it prose or manga. I know it’s a lot – mostly straight women and gay men – but so far I haven’t been able to find any statistics about it. If you google yaoi, you’ll get 6,000,000 hits, but I don’t think it is representative as yaoi isn’t the only name used for the genre. So I guess I’ll have to make my own statistics. That’s why I’m asking. So…does gay erotica gross you out or can I count you in?
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