Disneyland
Ever tried to do Paris in 5 days with a 10 years old? No? Good luck, I’d say! Oh, well. It’s not that bad if you’ve been there before and have seen what you wanna see, because frankly, doing Paris with a kid means that you’d spend at least 2 out of the 5 days in Disneyland, Paris! Don’t get me wrong. I like theme parks. In fact I love them! But to be perfectly blunt: I was not that impressed about Disneyland, Paris.

The European version of Disneyland is where people from Europe go, when they can’t afford to go to California or Florida to see the real thing. I’ve been to the theme park in Anaheim once, and that was probably why I didn’t get the greatest of kicks out visiting Disneyland Paris (formerly known as Euro Disney).

Disney’s area in Marne-la-Vallée East of Paris (about a 30 minutes train ride on the RER A red-line from the city centre), consists of two parks: Disneyland Park and Walt Disney Studios Park. You can buy 1 to 5 days passes for either one of the parks or both, ticket prices being almost reasonable. Both parks are of course unbelievably crowded and although you can get the ingenious fastpasses (passes that make you skip the queues) for some of the rides, most of them don’t have that feature, and you end up in line for up until 90 minutes. Which means that you drop the sh*t and go see something else.

Disneyland Park is a miniature version of Disneyland in Anaheim. It has many of the same rides, although some of the best are left out (Splash Mountain, Jungle Cruise, Matterhorn etc.), others have been replaced by low-cost versions. The ones I missed the most were the Alice-ride, which had been replaced by an Alice walk-though labyrinth, the submarine-ride, which had been replaced by a walk through Captain Nemo’s old sub, and then Mr. Toad’s ride, that had been replaced by a Toad Hall restaurant! My 10 years old and I thus ended up spending most of our time at Peter Pan’s Flight (fastpass), the Phantom Mansion (European version of Haunted Mansion and only short queues) and then Pirates of the Caribbean (long queues, so we only did that once!).

What impressed my young companion the most were, however, the many parades (especially the electric one), the many shows and then the food and the merchandise! Coming from Denmark prices on food were okay, although probably expensive if you come from any other country than Denmark! The range of food was okay as well, even I who don’t eat meat had a fairly wide selection to choose from. But the merchandise: expensive! Be warned!

As for the Walt Disney Studio Park, oh well. What can I say? It doesn’t have that many rides, the stage/cinematic shows are of very mixed quality and the backlot tour: forget it! It’s not worth the wait. Even the kids were disappointed. We had a hard time spending four hours in the park, which best feature must have been the “Art of Disney Animation” building.

So to conclude: is a trip to Disneyland Paris worthwhile? I’d say…maybe. If you don’t have any expectations. If you have kids. If you have patience. If you have money to spend. Otherwise stay in Paris. Go see the Louvre, the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame. Sail on the Seine. It’ll give you just as many (if not more) thrills.

P.S. Now I just hope I haven’t p*ssed off Disney! As the saying goes: don’t mess with the mouse! Just ask my fellow countrymen, the rock band DAD (formerly known as Disneyland After Dark).
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