Cloudy with a Chance of meatballs

Sony Pictures Animation’s “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” is a computer animated 3D film based on Ron and Judi Barrett’s classic children’s book of the same name. In the capable hands of writer/producers Phil Lord and Chris Miller, the sparse plot of the book has been turned into a hilarious parody of the disaster film genre.

Lord and Miller have invented a string of memorable characters for the film, as it follows the inventor Flint Lockwood (voice of Bill Hader), who after a series of failed inventions (spray-on shoes, rat birds, monkey-English translator, etc.) happens to invent a device that turns water into food. This is first seen as a way to improve everyone’s lives in his small island town, Swallow Falls, which used to be a sardine town until the world realised that sardines are “totally gross”. By accident Flint’s device is launched into space, showering the town in delicious food, but the greedy Mayor Shelbourne (Bruce Campbell) ends up overworking the device, thereby trigging off a food-related disaster of Roland Emmerich “2012”-proportions. In the end Flint has to try to save the world together with the brainy weather girl Sam Sparks (Anna Faris), her Guatemalan cameraman Manny (Benjamin Bratt) and the former child icon of the town’s sardine industry “Baby” Brent (Andy Samberg).


What is so great about “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” is, that it works on several levels. The audience, no matter if you’re 7 or 70, gets value for money. Kids and adults won’t laugh at the same things, though, as the humour is often subtly mature, but they WILL laugh, as this little gem is not only a great kids film, but a great comedy. Period. The recurring jokes, the hidden tributes to sci-fi flicks such as “Star Wars”, “Alien”, “Dune” and “2001: A Space Odyssey” as well as the hilarious characters make this a film worth seeing for both young and old. Especially Flint’s pet monkey Steve (Neal Patrick Harris) has everyone roll with laughter and other highly amusing characters are Flint’s technophobe father Tim (James Caan), and the town cop Earl Devereaux (Mr. T.).

Cloudy with a chance of Meatballs” is a great showpiece for 3D technology and definitely a must-see! Four out of five stars: ****
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