Alice in Wonderland
Tim Burton’s ”Alice in Wonderland” is probably the movie I had looked forward to seeing the most during the last couple of years. I mean; Tim Burton, Johnny Depp and Alice in Wonderland? The perfect Trinity. What could possibly go wrong?

Well, I don’t know, but they did. At least Burton’s film didn’t quite live up to my expectations. Loving Burton’s psychedelic, far-out imaginative visions, Depp’s fearless acting skills and Lewis Carroll’s slightly nauseating books (not to mention Danny Elfman’s devilish music), I had expected the ultimate “Alice”, but instead I got just another, boring version of Carroll’s stories.

The plot has elements from both “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” and “Through the Looking Glass”, but the story as such is new, telling the story about the young woman Alice who flees an arranged marriage and goes back to Wonderland, which she has already visited as a child. Here she is to fight the monstrous Jabberwocky in order to dethrone the Red Queen and get the White Queen back in power. So far so good, you’d think, but it isn’t. The frame story of the arranged marriage is too long and boring and Wonderland itself is far from wonderful despite the amazing special effects. It only works when Burton is true to the books like in the scene of Alice falling through the rabbit hole. As soon as Alice ventures into Wonderland, things start to get uninteresting, even the Jabberwocky is too small and eloquent to be scary and the relationships among the Wonderland-creatures never find a closure at the end of the film.

Actors

As for the actors, Mia Wasikowska is quite good as Alice. I suppose. The problem with Alice is, that her character has always been transparent and kind of nondescript and in Burton’s version that hasn’t changed. Helena Bonham Carter as the Red Queen is very much Helene Bonham Carter (with a big head) and of Anne Hathaway as the White Queen you only remember her huge lips. Matt Lucas as Tweedledee and Tweedledum is quite funny, but Crispin Glover’s portray of Stayne -the Knave of Hearts - is pretty one-sided (and one-sighted).

To me there are only two reasons to see the film. One is the voice of Alan Rickman. Burton makes use of a lot of famous actors (Stephen Fry, Michael Sheen and Timothy Spall to mention a few), voicing the Wonderland creatures, but it is Alan Rickman’s voice as the Blue Caterpillar you’ll remember. That voice is hypnotic, no matter if he’s a caterpillar, a German terrorist or a scary wizard! The second reason is Johnny Depp. He is brilliant as the Mad Hatter with his bloody hands and eyes that change colour according to his moods. There is danger there within his madness, but you never get to see much of it and all in all you see too little of the Mad Hatter as well. Too bad as he is what makes the film come to life.

Not original enough

Burton’s films have gone rather boring and gloomy since he started living with Helena Bonham Carter, only “Charlie and The Chocolate Factory” really succeeding. Before that his films were always wonderfully weird, dark, quirky and out right mad, but now they have grown boring. In “Alice in Wonderland” he even resorts to base scenes on other films. There are no less than three scenes based on the Harry Potter-films (how else could it be with the three Harry Potter-actors Rickman, Spall and Paul Whitehouse in the cast along with Stephen Fry – the voice of the Cheshire Cat and the HP audio-books?) and you’ll find scenes from “Lord of the Rings” and “The Messenger – The Story of Joan of Arc” as well. It’s just not original enough and I for one was slightly disappointed when I left the cinema. Three out of five stars (one to Rickman, two to Depp): ***

P.S. I didn’t like the 3D effects either. Bloody glasses! Not made for people who wear glasses in the first place!
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